CONDITIONS OF EFFECTIVE DEFENCE
defence. If only/ said an American admiral a few
years since to the writer, 'our Navy had been twice
what it was in 1914, the Germans would never have
dared to go to war/ I asked him to explain how and
why, since in 1914 no German and no American could
have foreseen that great American armies would cross
the Atlantic to fight Germany, nor that the United
States, which had fought one war against Britain over
the question of sea rights (and been near to several
more) would suddenly turn round and support the
British view. If, at the beginning of the century, the
United States had begun to build up great naval
power, it is not Germany that would have been dis-
turbed, but Great Britain, remembering always that
the sea conflicts of the past have been as between Bri-
tain and the United States far more than as between
America and Germany. About the year 1900 the Ger-
man advocates of great naval power would have
rejoiced to see Britain and America getting into a
naval building race. Such competition between Bri-
tain and America would not have deterred any aggres-
sive intention that Germany might have possessed.
In his memoirs Mr. Lloyd George asks the ques-
tion: 'Could the Great War have been prevented?'
And, he (like a ddlfen other witnesses of similar
authority) replies that it would have been prevented
if Germany had known beforehand that she would
have to face the power which finally entered the field
against her. In the absence of such pre-knowledge the
power could not possibly have deterrent effect.